be sold on commission. Nietzsche of course had to pay the cost of producing the book. To-day Naumann is the prosperous publisher of all Nietzsche's works, and would scarcely be induced by the offer of any sum to relinquish that right.
"Beyond G-ood and Evil" was to be "a clear exposition of Nietzsche's views; it was to revolutionise our opinions concerning the history of morals." Some call it the pivot of Nietzsche's writings, for the great work he had had in view, to which this is a prelude, remained but a fragment. Again the newspapers and journals published unfavourable criticisms; he received only kind letters from Burckhardt and Taine.
The "Will to Power" was to have been the title of the great work, of which but fragments remain. Already in the spring of 1883 Nietzsche had declared that, after finishing his poem "Zarathustra," he would begin his chief prose work. For five years all his notes were destined for that work, and only his restlessness, or at times some burning question, would make him take from his treasury of materials some single topic, and publish the notes thereon as a book. Thus, all his works published after that spring, with the exception of " Zarathustra," are but extracts from this treasury of notes expanded into special treatises. To judge by these fragments, had the book itself been completed it would have eclipsed everything else he has written.
In it he did not intend to give an elaborately wrought-out system. He always mistrusted the building of elaborate systems, too often made out of cobwebs. Nevertheless, his work was intended to express the whole of his views of the world, the whole of his philosophy. It was not to teach a dogma, but was meant to be a "preliminary guide to research." During the summer of 1886, which he spent in Sils-Maria, while reading the proofs of "Beyond Good and Evil," he devoted every spare moment to this gigantic work.
Nietzsche passed a busy life during the autumn and winter. We meet him in Rut a on the Riviera, and